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LLog cabin style
on the square

hurricane in Ontario in 1966 is rooted as a

factor in Hermann Thoene’s decision to
build himself a log home five decades
later.

At the time, a forester friend had been looking
into ways to make use of the wasted fallen wood.
He learned that although Canadian pioneers built
log homes from round logs as temporary struc-
tures, they used squared logs in their permanent
buildings — many of which are still standing.

When Thoene was laid off after 20 years as a
project manager with a large computer company,
he decided to pick up on his friend’s research. He
set up a website and rented a booth at a home
show in Victoria to gauge interest in log homes.

“T became convinced that people would never
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buy a log home from a picture, so I decided to
build my own,” says Thoene.

Although founded in a practical realism,
Thoene says growing up in Germany might have
given him some residual romantic notions about
the idea of building a log house in Canada.

The thought of the project aligned with his per-
sonal feelings about being a good environmental
steward and, in spite of never having built a home,
he felt inspired.

He bought a piece of land on Stelly’s Cross
Road, and started building in November 2009. A
year later, Thoene, his 13-year-old son and their
newly acquired SPCA rescue dog, Koda, moved
into their new home.

> See LOG CABIN, page E6
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House Beautiful

THELMA FAYLE
House Beautiful
thelma.fayle@shaw.ca

Celebrating beauty
and local design style

This weekly series takes readers on a tour of
outstanding homes in Greater Victoria. Writer
Thelma Fayle and award-winning photographer
Ted Grant take you inside houses that show off
unique architecture and design.

Look for House Beautiful every Saturday

in the Times Colonist Homes section.
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